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About Us 

 
The Farmington Valley Arts Center is a community of professional Fine Artists and Artist 
studios, a robust offering of classes and workshops and a venue for art related events 
and activities.  
 

OUR MISSION 
The Farmington Valley Arts Center is enriching lives through art. We are dedicated to 
cultivating a community where people can create, learn, exhibit, exchange ideas and 
inspire each other. We welcome and support participants of all ages, abilities, and 
backgrounds on their personal artistic journey. 
 

OUR HISTORY 
Incorporated in 1974 as a not-for-profit organization, the Farmington Valley Arts Center 
is housed in the historic red sandstone buildings of the former Climax Fuse Factory in 
Avon CT. FVAC has been connecting the community to the creative process for over 40 
years. We offer unique educational programming, gallery exhibits, special events and 
the opportunity to engage with a community of professional working artists. 
Membership contributions make it possible for our arts center to provide quality 
offerings to the Farmington Valley and beyond. 
 
ABOUT THIS PROGRAM 
This program is a catalog of opportunities for you to engage with us. There are classes, 
workshops and many events to add to your calendar. Some require registration and 
payment prior to the class. Some do not. Our program is broken up into these helpful 
categories: 
  

 Adult Programs, Workshops and Art Parties 

 Youth Programs 

 Events  

 Gallery Exhibits 
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A Note from Cindy Ingram, Director of Development 

 
The Farmington Valley Arts Center is a magical place, but 
you already knew that. As I walk through this historic 
location, and I get to know the community of artists, 
students, staff and enthusiasts who have kept this 
organization alive with inspiration and passion, I am 
humbled. I am so grateful to have the opportunity to 
share my time and talents with everyone. I started as 
Director of Development a short time ago and I have 
jumped in with both feet. I want to keep you updated 
with the exciting progress that’s been made because 
FVAC belongs to all of us. Our non-profit organization 

depends on each of us doing our part to help the arts center reach its full potential and 
continue to be a vibrant community resource. 
Kicking off Spring 2018, there will be a number of community fundraising events at local 
eateries. I invite you to join us and bring your family and friends. Most events will have 
fun raffle prizes, Zentangle art projects and delicious food and drink. The venues are 
generously donating a portion of sales to FVAC programming.  
As you know, we love to host a great party! Please save the date for this year’s “Palette 
to Palate” which will be held on the evening of Tuesday, June 19th. We have big plans! 
You will love it! I am also working on several exciting new partnership events, such as 
“The Dog Show,” an art reception and fundraising party on July 7th with our friends, Dog 
Star Rescue. Check out the calendar of events on our website to stay up to date. You won’t 
want to miss out! 
In addition to the many fundraising events in the works, I am so excited to tell you about 
the new FVAC scholarship program. In August, my husband John and I will be embarking 
on a pilgrimage across northern Spain. We will walk along the historic footpath called the 
Camino de Santiago. We will walk almost 600 miles. Yes, 600 miles! While walking, we 
will be raising funds so that children and their families may enjoy FVAC art classes, 
regardless of their ability to pay. 100% of the monies raised from members like you, will 
fund these art classes. Beginning in May, I will personally be reaching out to each and 
every member to ask for your help with pledges of support per mile and I look forward to 
telling you all about it.  
Thank you all for your dedication and support of The Farmington Valley Arts Center.  
Together we will continue to enrich lives through art. 
Best,  
 

Cindy  

 
Office 860-678-1867   
Cell 541-505-0943 
Email: cindy.ingram@artsfvac.org 
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FVAC Classes at a Glance 

 
 
MONDAY Class Room 
9:30 – 12:00 Hand-building Ceramics  2A 
5:00 – 7:00 Youth Fiber Arts Youth 4A  
7:00 – 9:00 Contemporary Acrylic Painting 3A 
 

TUESDAY Class Room 

9:00 – 12:00 TUESDAY Painting Advanced Level 3A 

10:00 – 12:00 Printmaking Techniques 4A 
1:00 – 3:00 All Medium Painting  3A 
6:30 – 8:30 Oil Painting  3A 
6:00 – 8:30 Hand-building Ceramics 2A 
6:30 – 8:30 The Basics of Digital Photography 1B 
 

WEDNESDAY Class Room 
9:00 – 12:00 Water Media! Painting Basics for Everybody 3A 
12:30 – 4:00  Open Easel Studio  3A 
6:00 – 8:30 Hand-building Ceramics 2A 
7:00 – 10:00 Figure Drawing  3A 
 

THURSDAY Class Room 
9:00 – 12:00 Ways with Watercolor  3A 
9:30 – 11:30 Interior Design Drezner Gallery 
12:30 – 2:30 Classical Drawing Skills  3A 
4:30 – 6:00 Youth Painting/Drawing  Youth 4A 
7:00 – 9:00 Interior Design  Drezner Gallery 
7:00 – 9:00 Watercolor Techniques  4A 
7:00 – 9:00 Exploring Abstract Painting  3A 
7:00 – 9:00 The Art of Storytelling/Open Mic Night Drezner Gallery 
 
FRIDAY Class Room 
9:30 – 12:30 Mastering Pastel  3A 
12:30 – 2:30 Recipe Illustration 4A 
5:00 – 7:00 Youth Ceramics  Youth  4A 
6:00 – 8:00 Date Night: Friday Night Clay Session 4B 
  
SATURDAY Class Room 
10:00 – 12:00 Basic Drawing 3A 
10:00 – 12:00 The Art of iPhoneography 1B 
10:00 – 12:00 Fashion Illustration  Youth  4A 
12:00 – 2:30 Hand-building Ceramics 2A 
1:00 – 3:00 Youth Ceramics  Youth  4A 
2:00 – 5:00 Painting Basics  3A 
 
Don’t miss our 1 DAY WORKSHOPS, check catalog for time and day.  
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Clay Adults and Teens 

 
 
Handbuilding Ceramics with Pedro Centeno 
Come experience the rewarding process of working with clay 
and creating unique pieces!  Beginner students will learn the 
fundamentals like handbuilding techniques of pinch, coil, and 
slab. Advanced students explore more complex forms, both 
functional and sculptural.  Applied textures, colored slips, and 
glazing applications will be demonstrated as well.  
Experience Level: All Levels 
Materials fee for 25 lbs clay, glaze and firing payable to 
instructor: $35. 
 
6 Mondays, April 23 – June 4, 9:30 AM – 12:00 PM, $225 (no 5/28) 
6 Tuesdays, April 24 – May 29, 6:00 – 8:30 PM, $225 
6 Wednesdays, April 25 – May 30, 6:00– 8:30 PM, $225 
 
 
BYOB Friday Night Clay Date 
Looking for something new and fun to do on a Friday night with 
friends or a significant other?  Always wanted to try your hand at 
clay, but without the commitment of an 8-week class?  Then our 
Friday night clay session is for you.  Come play with clay for two 
hours, learning basic handbuilding techniques in a fun and 
supportive environment.  Bring a bottle of wine, some snacks, 
and get creative!   
 
Every Friday from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM 
$39 per person this includes the cost of materials and firing of 
one piece. 
 
 
Schedule your private art party with us! 
We have the perfect setting for a creative celebration! Enjoy a colorful get together 
while artist instructors guide you through the process of creating a work of art. A variety 
of media are available for afternoon or evening parties, including pottery, jewelry, 
painting, printmaking, collages, and textiles. Our instructors are experienced teachers, 
many of whom are Farmington Valley Arts Center studio artists. Contact us to book a 
two-hour creative gathering with your friends, family, or co-workers. Children, Teens 
and Adults are all welcome. 
Fee: $250 for a group of 10 or less ($25 for each additional person). A materials fee will 
apply per person. For more information or to book an Art Party, contact Sandy Buerkler, 
sandy.buerkler@artsfvac.org, or call 860.678.1867. 
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 Clay Adults and Teens 

 
 
Become a Member of the FVAC Clay Co-op!  
 
Current students and Clay Co-op members may use the ceramic room during open 
studio hours.  Students may ONLY use the studio during their current semester. 
     

Open studio hours are:  
Mondays  01:00pm - 4:30pm   
Tuesdays  10:00am - 5:30pm  
Wednesdays  10:00am - 5:30pm  
Thursdays  10:00am - 5:30pm  
Fridays   10:00am - 5:30pm  
Saturdays  02:30pm - 9:00pm  
Sundays   12:00pm - 9:00pm   
 
Clay Co-op Costs for not enrolled clay class students:  
$100  1 month membership   
$200  3 month membership  
$35   Clay fee for 25 lbs. clay, glazes and firing, 

only FVAC clay may be used. Fee includes a 
mandatory orientation regarding 
equipment use, guidelines, liability etc.   
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Painting 

 

Plein Air Watercolors with Mo Giannola 
For those who enjoy both nature and painting, we have 
combined the two in our newest plein air watercolor class. 
Students will enjoy painting from the beautiful landscape 
surrounding the Farmington Valley Arts Center. Our final class 
will be held at the rose gardens in Elizabeth Park. Mo, an 
experienced watercolor plein air painter, will walk students 
through a painting from start to finish. We will discuss the importance of observing from 
life, learn about setting up a composition, watercolor application, paint mixing and 
finally painting critiques. Materials list will be provided. 
6 Mondays, May 7 – June 18 (no class 5/28), 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM, $145 
 

Contemporary Acrylic Painting with Maurice Casas EVENING CLASS 
Art lovers, explore your creative side in this contemporary 
beginner acrylic painting class. Learn a few easy painting 
techniques, composition and color and how to use them 
effectively. Very different from “Traditional painting” this class is 
very loose and geared to learn to create works that are not 
intended for accuracy but for an emotional punch. We will 
discuss artists like Richard Diebenkorn, Frank Auerbach, Leon 
Gottlieb and their works. Materials List will be provided. 
6 Mondays, April 16 to May 21, 7:00 – 9:00 PM, $145 
6 Mondays, June 4 – July 9, 7:00 – 9:00 PM, $145 
 

All Medium Painting with Deborah Leonard 
Creativity is what it's all about! Whatever your level, you can 
improve your work with Deborah’s easy teaching style, tips and 
guidance. Students will explore the flexibility of their preferred 
medium. Everyone has a unique style and in class you’ll discover 
yours! Students will have the freedom to experiment and find 
satisfaction with their work. A material list will be provided.   
5 Tuesdays, April 24 to May 22, 1:00 – 3:00 PM, $120 
 

Explore Latin American Art of the XX Century with Yesenia Rivera-Ortiz 
This acrylic painting and collage class is designed for people who 
are looking to explore the Latin world through the visual artists 
of the 20th century. Come travel through Latin America Art 
World with this inclusive class. Celebrate diversity and come 
expand or come discover the Latin American art. The goal is 
that you finish the class with a personal piece inspired by Latin 
American artists. Also a great opportunity to practice your 
Spanish with our bilingual teacher or learn the art vocabulary in 
Spanish. All levels welcome. A material list will be provided. Min 3, max 10 students 
6 Tuesdays, May 8 – June 12, 7-9PM, $145  

Richard Diebenkorn 



 

9 
 

Painting 

 
 
Oil Painting for All with Julie Weaver – EVENING CLASS 
Using the traditional medium of oil paint, this class will focus on 
translating printed imagery into paintings. With a mixture of 
one-on-one time and class discussions, everyone will leave with 
a renewed sense of what motivates them to be an artist.  
Additionally, each class will focus on oil painting techniques such 
as mixing paints to the perfect color and making the most out of 
our tools. This painting class welcomes all levels interested in 
expanding their painting practice or looking for new inspiration.  
A material list will be provided. Class Maximum: 8 Class Minimum: 3 
6 Tuesdays, March 13 – April 24, 6:30 – 8:30 PM, $145 (no class 4/10) 
 
 
TUESDAY Painting (Advanced Level) with Carolann Dvorak-Brewer 
This class is for the intermediate to advanced student looking to 
sustain or improve their acrylic or water-soluble oil painting 
techniques in a supportive environment. 
A material list will be provided. 
8 Tuesdays, May 1 – June 19, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM, $285 
 
 
WATER MEDIA! Painting Basics for Everybody with Carolann Dvorak-Brewer 
This is the class for EVERYBODY who's ever wanted to paint, 
EVERYBODY who used to paint, EVERYBODY who likes to paint 
now, and EVERYBODY else too. Learn to use watercolor, acrylic, 
and water-soluble oil paints, and decide which one is for you. 
Concepts such as shading, color mixing, subject selection, and 
composition will be demystified. This is a terrific beginner 
opportunity and an excellent refresher, too. A material list will 
be provided. 
8 Wednesday, May 2 – June 20, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM, $285 
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Painting 

 
 
Open Easel Studio 
FVAC’s Open Easel Studios are intended for students who are 
working on a painting or drawing at home and would like to 
receive some feedback from an instructor and reflect their goals 
with others. All skill levels and all types of mediums are 
welcome. Bring your painting/drawing and your own supplies. A 
professional artist/instructor will be in the classroom from 12:30 
to 2:30PM, and you will be able to use the studio until 4:00PM. 
8 Wednesdays, May 2 – June 20, 12:30 – 4:00PM, $285 
Drop-In: $40 
 
 
 
Ways with Watercolor for Everybody with Carolann Dvorak-Brewer 
Experience watercolor painting in all its exciting forms. 
Demonstrations by your instructor will take you along a journey 
from traditional to modern, from wet in wet to puddled paint, to 
drybrush, collage, and much more. Fun new techniques will be 
introduced each week. You will have opportunities to explore 
your personal vision with hands on guidance. A materials list will 
be provided.  
6 Thursdays, March 22 – May 3, 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM, $215 (no class 4/26) 
6 Thursdays, May 10 – June 14, 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM, $215 
 
 
 
 
Exploring Abstract Painting with Maurice Casas – EVENING CLASS 
This class offers a fundamental exploration into the beauty of 
abstract painting. Instruction focuses on composition, 
techniques, form, texture and color. Students will develop their 
own artistic vision, while referencing the works of contemporary 
painters. This class is ideal for beginners and intermediate 
painters.  
A material list will be provided. 
6 Thursdays, March 15 – April 26, 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM, $145 (no class 4/12) 
6 Thursdays, May 3 – June 7, 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM, $145 
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Painting 

 
 
Watercolor FUN-damentals with Moiray Giannola – EVENING CLASS 
Learn the fundamentals of exploring and playing with 
watercolors. Students will watch informative demonstrations, 
learn how to set up a painting from start to finish, and work 
from still life. Mo will also walk students through drawing 
challenges and show you how to check for accuracy before 
turning your work into a watercolor. A material list will be 
provided. 
6 Thursdays, May 3 – June 7, 7:00 – 9:00 PM, $145 
 
 
Mastering Pastel with Karen Israel 
Learn how to dispel the myths and mysteries of pastel. This 
course will teach you how to design and plan your painting, 
visualizing shapes of light and shadow. Learn a variety of block-
in techniques including watercolor, charcoal and the direct use 
of pastel. We will also learn how to vary strokes, render texture 
and reflections, and how to maintain freshness and vibrancy 
throughout the painting. Color and form interpretation from 
photographs will also be taught. The instructor’s demonstration and specific individual 
instruction will provide the student the understanding to become a confident pastelist. 
All levels welcome. 
6 Fridays, March 2 – April 20, 9:30 AM – 12:30 PM, $215 (no class 3/30 and 4/13) 
5 Fridays, May 11 – June 15, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM, $180 (no class 5/25) 
 
 
Painting Basics with Paul Iezzi  
A course designed for the beginner to the advanced painter. 
Students wishing to work in Acrylic, Watercolor or Pastel are 
welcome. The basics of painting including: color mixing, paint 
application, drawing, and composition, will be addressed in 
this course. Subject matter will include landscape, still life, 
and portraiture. Students are encouraged to express 
creativity and personal vision. A material list will be provided. 
8 Saturdays, March 17 – May 12, 2 – 5 PM, $285 (no class 4/14) 
8 Saturdays, May 19 – July 7, 2 – 5 PM, $285 
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Drawing 

 
 
Figure Drawing with Paul Iezzi – EVENING CLASS 
Learn to draw the human figure using a variety of media 
including charcoal, pastels, ink, and pencil. Hone or find your 
ability to "see" through an artist's eye working with a new live 
model each week. Personal growth and self-expression are 
developed through this beginner-friendly series of classes 
focused on lessons such as gesture, contour, and proportion.  
 
8 Wednesdays, April 18 – June 6, 7-10 PM, $285 plus $70 model fee.  
Option 4 sessions only: 4/18– 5/9, $145 plus $35 model fee 
 
8 Wednesdays, June 13 – August 8, 7-10 PM, $285 plus $70 model fee. (no class 7/4) 
Option to sign up for first 4 sessions only: 6/13– 7/11, $145 plus $35 model fee 
 

 
Classical Drawing Skills for All Levels with Carolann Dvorak-Brewer 
 
Experience an awareness of the necessary components needed 
to draw a successful three-dimensional, representational 
drawing using graphite, pen and ink, charcoal and/or pastels. 
Generate confidence in your drawing by having exciting 
interactive creative exercises each week. Working from still life, 
exploring the landscape, the figure and capturing intriguing 
composition at all levels of experience. Empower your abilities to 
create by working alongside others encountering the same 
discoveries. Bring a sketchbook and draw with us! A material list will be provided.  
6 Thursdays, March 22 – May 3, 12:30 – 2:30 PM, $145 (no class 4/26) 
6 Thursdays, May 10 – June 14, 12:30 – 2:30 PM, $145 

 
 
Basic Drawing Class with Maurice Casas 
Learn about the power of observation and how to draw. In this 
class, you will learn a fundamental technique to draw 
accurately as well as how to observe and recognize the world 
around in a creative way using your right side of the brain. If 
you are a beginner but serious about learning how to draw, this 
class is for you. Additionally, you will also learn the process and 
technique to develop quick sketches from life.  
6 Saturdays, March 3 - April 14, 10:00 – 12:00 PM, $145 (no 
class 3/31) 
6 Saturdays, May 5 – June 16, 10:00 – 12:00 PM, $145 (no class 5/19) 
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Illustration 

 
 
Recipe Illustration for Cookbook with Christy Corey 
Learn how to transform your favorite recipes into works of 
art! During this 4 week class, you will learn the process of 
recipe illustration and illustrate 2-3 of your own personal 
recipes. Christy will guide you through the process of 
recipe illustration and give demonstrations on watercolor 
painting, pen drawing and hand lettering. All levels of 
experience are welcome! At the end of the course, Christy 
will compile the student’s recipes to make a cookbook. 
Each participant will receive a copy and we will have a 
release party/ art show to present our work to the public. 
4 Fridays, April 6-27, 12:30-2:30 PM, $95 
 
 

Printmaking 

 
 
Printmaking Techniques Into Collage with Jim Brunelle 
Explore a variety of printmaking methods with results on a 
variety of papers. Learn traditional block-printing, monotype 
and mono-printing from demonstrations to create your own 
stunning prints.  Unconventional drawing and sketching 
exercises and multi-layered printing develop mixed media 
collage works. Discover endless possibilities and be inspired 
while working in a supportive environment. Sessions involve 
cutting wood, linoleum and rubber with gouges and knives. Careful attention to proper 
use of tools is encouraged! 
Material fee: $20 paid to the instructor the first day of class. 
4 Tuesdays, April 17 to May 8, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM, $95 
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Photography 

 
 
The Basics of Digital Photography with Andy Mars 
Do you have a camera (DSLR, Point & Shoot &/or Mirrorless) 
that is still in the box or you tried using it a few times and it 
ended up in the closet? Well, it’s time to blow off the dust! You 
will learn tips on photo composition and what the buttons do 
on your camera. You will get better quality images by learning 
about shutter speed, aperture, and ISO settings. Discover 
simple editing techniques for the best exposure and how to 
pick out the most successful photos in your collection.  
6 Tuesdays, May 1 – June 5, 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM, $145 
 
 
The Art of iPhoneography with Andy Mars 
Learn how to use your iPhone camera to take high quality 
photos and how to edit them with some of the best photo apps 
into stunning works of art! The instructor will teach you how to 
control your exposure by learning about shutter speed, 
aperture, and ISO settings. You will also discover fun filters, 
textures, and apps that will help bring out your creativity. 
Students are required to have an iPhone 5/5S or later. Photo 
apps will cost between $2 and $4.99 to download.  
6 Saturdays, March 31 – May 12, 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM, $145 (no class 4/28) 
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The Art of Storytelling 

 
 
The Art of Storytelling with Terry Wolfisch Cole 
The Art of Personal Storytelling: Ira Glass of This American Life says, “Great stories 
happen to people who know how to tell them.” Do you want to get better at captivating 
listeners? Whether you want to tell your story on stage, in a business meeting, or with 
your grandchildren on your lap, storyteller Terry Wolfisch Cole will teach you skills to 
engage any audience. Terry is a Moth StorySLAM and GrandSLAM champion. Her story 
of running away from home was featured on the Moth Radio Hour on NPR and in 
Readers Digest. She is the founder of Tell Me Another: Ordinary Lives, Extraordinary 
Stories, a storytelling show in the Hartford area. 
Min. 5 students 
Thursday, May 31, 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM, $40 
Thursday June 28, 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM, $40 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Open Mic Night with Storyteller Terry Wolfisch Cole 
Everyone is invited to attend this very special performance by Terry Wolfisch Cole, her 
story telling students and brave open mic participants. Come and enjoy the show!  This 
is an open mic opportunity. Workshop participants will be given priority, but anyone 
who wants to tell a true, personal story will be welcome to share. All ages welcome. 
Thursday June 7, 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM, $10 (free for storytellers) 

  

http://www.tellmeanotherstories.com/
http://www.tellmeanotherstories.com/
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Interior Design 

 
 
Interior Design Workshop with Interior Designer Donna Miller  
Learn the design principles used by professional decorators! This interactive class 
discusses space planning, furniture placement, color selection, furniture style and 
construction, lighting and accessories. 
 

Session 1: Acquire the skill to measure and draw a floor plan to scale. Learn about ideal 
dimensions for furniture placement. 
 

Session 2: We'll discuss walls, trim, floors and window treatments and how to consider 
them in your color scheme. What is your style? Modern, Contemporary, Minimalist, 
Industrial, Mid-Century Modern, Scandinavian, Traditional, Transitional... 
 

Session 3: Donna explains the importance of lighting, patterns and textures and how to 
choose fabrics and fibers, leather, woods, veneers, and other materials. Be a designer 
and put together a room with examples of textiles and color samples.  
 

Session 4: Tips and tricks on adding personality to your living space with accessories.. 
 

An optional step by step workbook to create successful, individual and beautiful rooms 
is available to participants for $20 (payable to instructor). 
4 Thursday morning, April 5-26, 9:30 – 11:30AM, $120 or  
4 Thursday evenings, April 5-26, 7:00 – 9:00PM, $120 
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Workshops 

 
 
Felted Birdhouse with Elena Gibson 
Learn how to use the technique of wet felting to 
create a unique bird/fairy shelter for your garden. 
Using sheep wool and other natural fibers you will 
explore the method of forming a seamless hollow 
shape over a form. In addition, participants will use 
a special barbed needle to add embellishments. The 
finished piece is a functional birdhouse which can 
withstand the elements. Please bring 2 towels to 
class. An $20 materials fee is payable to the 
instructor at the class. 
Sunday, March 18, 12:00 PM – 3:00 PM, $45 
 
 
From Field to Fine Art ”The Copper Top”  with Ceil Rossi 
Working with a hard-shelled California gourd, the students will 
plan, design, wood-burn, paint and learn the art of gold-foiling.  
Instructor will provide wood-burner, paints, brushes, ink dyes, 
gold foil and all tools for completing a successful art project.  An 
$13 materials fee is payable to the instructor at the class. 
Class is limited to 5 students no minimum.   
2 Sundays, April 22 & 29, 12:00 PM – 4:00 PM, $120 
 
 
Discovering Sgraffito Techniques with Eina Rieger  
In this hands on workshop you will learn how to create imagery 
and create texture through the age old ceramic technique of 
sgraffito. We will use slabs to create small dishes and then use 
underglazes and carving tools to draw onto the clay. Artist Eina 
Rieger will be sharing her work and her sgraffito techniques. 
Students will make one to two dishes that will be fired by the art 
center and will be available for pick up a few weeks after the 
workshop.  
Saturday, April 28, 1:00-4:00pm, $45 
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Workshops 

 
 
Bird Nest Jewelry with Lisa Pichnarcik 
Discover how to use basic metalwork and wire wrapping 
techniques to create fun bird nest earrings and pendants for 
Spring. Students will be able to choose from a variety of wire 
and “egg” colors, crystals, and bird and feather charms to 
personalize their designs. Students should bring chain nose 
pliers, round nose pliers, and wire cutters with them to class. 
An $8 materials fee is payable to the instructor at the class. 
Minimum 3 students; max 8 students  
Tuesday, May 15, 6:30-8:30 PM, $30 
 
Pastel and Texture in the Landscape with Karen Israel 
Looking for a way to achieve texture and light on your pastel 
paintings? Come join the fun in this one day workshop to learn 
how pastels can be used in conjunction with watercolor to 
create softer edges and a more painterly approach. 
Professional artist/educator, Karen Israel, will demonstrate the 
array of techniques that can be achieved in painting with this 
exciting medium. Students will learn how to create an 
underpainting or an entire painting using their own photo 
references. Additionally, students will learn how to mix colors to establish value and 
temperature relationships.  
Level: All are welcome 
Sunday, June 10th, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM, $85 
Supplies to bring: pastels hard and soft (NO OIL PASTELS PLEASE), photo references, 
UART sanded paper cream or any sanded pastel paper in a lighter value, such as cream 
or white, watercolors, watercolor brushes, a board to tape paper onto, a drawing board, 
photo reference. 
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Youth Sessions 

 
Youth Drawing & Painting with Maurice Casas (Ages 7-12) 
This class focuses on the fundamentals of drawing and the 
principles of painting (color, pattern, balance, etc.). Students will 
be sampling various techniques using different media, including 
charcoal, graphite, pastels and acrylics. Maurice Casas will also 
introduce a little bit of art history and contemporary art to 
familiarize students with past and present influential artists. 
6 Thursdays, April 26 – May 31, 4:30 – 6:00 PM, $110 
 
 
Fashion Illustration with Stefanie Baechler (Ages 8-13) 
If you have a passion for fashion and want to learn how to 
design and draw beautiful fashion images – this is the class for 
you!  Students will build a basic art and design foundation 
including figure and facial proportions.  The students will work in 
various mediums such as paint, watercolor, plaster and so much 
more to create eye catching fashion designs. At the end of every 
class they will have a completed fashion project to bring home!  
6 Saturdays, March 10 – April 28, 10 AM – 12 PM, $145 (no 4/7 
& 4/14) 
6 Saturdays, June 16 – July 21, 10 AM – 12 PM, $145 
 
 
Youth Fiber Arts with Peggy Dembicer (Ages 10-15) 
Come and explore the creative way art is made with a variety 
of fiber techniques including machine and hand stitching, 
weaving, macramé knotting, embroidery, and wrapping.  
Min. 3, max 8 students. 
4 Mondays from April 2-30, (no class 4/9) 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM, 
$95 plus $10 for materials 
 
 
Introduction to Pop Art with Yesenia Rivera-Ortiz (Ages 10+) 
This class will introduce the pop art technique to young artists. 
Inspired by the world of advertising, cartoons, and popular 
imagery the students will be able to create and express their 
vision of their culture and generation. Some of the mediums we 
can use to represent the pop art movement is through painting 
and collage, but the class will be open to all techniques depending 
on each individual’s skills and resources.  
Min. 3, max 10 students 
4 Saturdays, May 5, 12, June 2, 9, 10 AM – 12 PM, $95 (no class May 19&26) 
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Youth Sessions 

 
Youth Ceramics (Ages 6-12) 
Let your child discover the magic and fun of kiln-fired clay! From 
slipping and scoring to coil, slab, and pinch techniques, firing 
and glazing, this class works with it all! Youth Ceramics will 
teach your child the wonderful world of pottery through various 
hand-building techniques and creative projects. 
 

6 Fridays, March 9 – April 27, 5:00 – 7:00 PM, $145 (no class 
4/6 & 4/13) 
Or 6 Saturdays, March 10 – April 28, 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM, $145 (no 4/7 & 4/14) 

July 17, 24, 31 and August 76 Fridays, May 4 – June 8, 5:00 – 7:00 PM, $145 
Or 6 Saturdays, May 5 – June 9, 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM, $145 
 
 
Learn to Hand Sew with Grace Epstein (Ages 7-12) 
Hand sewing is such a great, practical skill for children to learn, it's 
also portable and a fabulous boredom buster. Children will create 
decorative and functional sewing projects such as heart pillows, 
stuffed animal shapes and more all while learning to thread a needle, 
tying knots, sewing on buttons and embellish with embroidery floss. 
Materials fee: $10 payable to the instructor. 
4 Tuesdays, July 17, 24, 31 and August 7 from 2:00 pm to 3:30 pm, 
$75 
 
 
 

Youth Spring Arts Adventures 

  
APRIL 9-13, 2018 
 

During the April vacation break, the Farmington Valley Arts 
Center’s picturesque and inspiring Avon campus becomes a place 
where young artists unleash their creativity and develop 
confidence in their abilities to express their ideas.  
 
Spring Arts Adventurers will be led by professional teaching artists 
in projects using various mediums including painting, drawing, 
sculpture, collage and kiln-fired clay! 
 
The Spring Arts Adventure runs daily from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. and is ideal for kids in Grade 1 
through 8.  
 
$225 for members or $250 for non-members for the week. 
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Summer Arts Adventures 
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Summer Teen Art Afternoons 

 
 
During summer afternoons, the Farmington Valley Arts Center’s 
picturesque and inspiring Avon campus becomes a place where 
teenage artists tap into their creativity and delve into a new 
medium each day to make unique and intricate pieces. 
 
Using a variety of techniques and tools, participants will work in 
2D and 3D while exploring materials such as paint, plaster, 
ceramics, and mixed media. This 3-hour studio block gives teens the opportunity to "dig 
deep", and new projects will be introduced every week so students can register for 
multiple weeks without project repetition. 
 
Sessions run daily from 2PM - 5PM and are ideal for students entering grades 7, 8 and 9. 
 

 June 25-29 

 July 9-13 

 August 20-24 
 
$175 for members / $195 for non-members per week. 
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FVAC Events at a Glance 

 
MARCH 

 3/2 Date Night: Friday Night Clay Session 

 3/3 First Saturday Open Studios with Fisher Front Space 
opening: Elizabeth Ann McNally and live music by The Real 
Mat Stokes (Tea n’ Talk 3/24) 

 3/9 Date Night: Friday Night Clay Session 

 3/10 Community Fundraiser: Chipotle (Canton) 

 3/10 Drezner Gallery opening: FVAC Student Show 2018 

 3/11 Art Trip to Mass MOCA 

 3/16 Date Night: Friday Night Clay Session 

 3/17 Art a la Card 

 3/20 Camino de Santiago Film Project – Call to Artists and Info Session 

 3/30 Date Night: Friday Night Clay Session 
 
APRIL 

 4/5 Fisher Front Space opening: Eina Rieger (Tea n’ Talk 4/7) 

 4/6 Date Night: Friday Night Clay Session 

 4/7 First Saturday Open Studios with music performance by Gypsy Jo 

 4/13 Date Night: Friday Night Clay Session 

 4/14 Drezner Gallery opening: CCSU Master’s Show: Kathy Godiksen 

 4/15 Art Trip to ICA in Boston 

 4/15 Community Fundraiser: Earth Day Tea Party and Art Show at Culteavo 

 4/20 Art a la Card 

 4/20 Date Night: Friday Night Clay Session 

 4/24 Community Fundraiser: Pizza Party at Flatbread in Canton 

 4/27 Date Night: Friday Night Clay Session 

 4/28 Art Trip to Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum in Ridgefield 

 4/29 Art Hike to McLean Game Refuge in Granby 
 
MAY 

 5/4 Date Night: Friday Night Clay Session 

 5/5 Fist Saturday Open Studios and Fisher Front Space: Lisa Pichnarcik                    
(Tea n’ Talk 5/26) 

 5/10 Community Fundraiser: Family Night at Burger-fi in Avon 

 5/11 Date Night: Friday Night Clay Session 

 5/12 Drezner Gallery opening: Paper Possibilities 2018 

 5/18 Date Night: Friday Night Clay Session 

 5/19 Art Trip to Dorsky Museum of Art in New Paltz, NY 

 5/19 Art a la Card 

 5/20 Art Hike to Sessions Woods in Burlington 

 5/25 Date Night: Friday Night Clay Session 
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Art Trips 

 
 
FVAC is pleased to offer this new series of community field trips for art lovers of all ages. 
Join Artist Maurice Casas explore current exhibitions and modern installations within 
highly respected galleries and museums of art. Students will meet at the center for a 
quick discussion and assignment to aid in your journey, and then Maurice and his 
students will travel together out into the community.  
 
Seats are limited. Each trip is sold separately. $100 for adults and $50 for youth. 
(Includes admission and transportation. Bring a bag lunch, or choose to purchase 
lunch at the museum café.) 
 
MASS MOCA  
(Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art)  
in North Adams   
Sunday, March 11, 9am-6pm 
http://massmoca.org/  
 
 
 
Institute of Contemporary Art  
in Boston 
Sunday, April 15, 9am-6pm 
https://www.icaboston.org/ 
 
 
 
The Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum  
in Ridgefield, Ct. 
Saturday, April 28, 10am-5pm 
http://aldrichart.org/  
 
 
 
Samuel Dorsky Museum of Art  
in New Paltz, New York 
Saturday, May 19, 9am-6pm  
https://www.newpaltz.edu/museum/  

  

http://massmoca.org/
https://www.icaboston.org/
http://aldrichart.org/
https://www.newpaltz.edu/museum/


 

25 
 

Art Hikes 

 
 
Join FVAC Director of Development and self-proclaimed “Tree 
hugger,” Cindy Ingram for a beautiful walk in the woods. Let’s let 
nature be our muse! These easy hikes are suitable for all ages.  
Students will each enjoy their very own coloring and scavenger 
hunt book created especially for us by wildlife artist, K.C. Goff 
and printmaker and painter, Melissa Meredith.  
Bring your favorite art supplies or use ours. Healthy snacks will 

be provided. Please wear comfortable shoes and bring your own water bottle. Walkers 
will meet at the trail, not at the arts center.   
 
 
Each walk is $10 for adults and $5 for youth (Under 5 years old is free).  
And $5 for YMCA Greater Hartford Slim Down Participants. 
 
 
Sunday, April 29, 11am-3pm  
McLean Game Refuge in Granby  
Approx. 3 miles 
 
 
Sunday, May 20, 11am-3pm 
Sessions Woods in Burlington  
Approx. 2.6 miles 
 
 
Sunday, June 24, 11am-3pm 
West Hartford Reservoir #6  
Approx. 3.5 miles 
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Events 

 
 
Camino de Santiago Film Project – Call to Artists and Info Session 
Join Farmington Valley Arts Center Director of Development, 
Cindy Ingram, for this special informational event and call for 
artist participation. Do you have a "life's burden" that you 
would like to use as an inspiration for your art? Would you like 
to tell your story and be in a short film? Come to the Arts 
Center to learn more about the Camino de Santiago, the film 
project and corresponding art show "Inspired by the Camino." 
(Opening reception on Saturday, Nov. 3rd, Drezner Gallery.) 
This informational event is free. cindy.ingram@artsfvac.org  
Tuesday, March 20, 6:30pm – 8:00pm  
 
 
Earth Day Tea Party and Art Show at Culteavo Tea Shop in Unionville 
Everyone is invited to join us in celebration of Earth day. 
This community fundraising event is being hosted by our 
friends at Culteavo Tea Shop. We will be unveiling a new 
art installation curated by our very own artist and 
photographer, Andy Mars and including pieces by other 
FVAC studio artists and instructors. (The show will be there 
through May 14.) During the opening reception, a special 
tea party menu will be available for purchase. A 
percentage of sales during the event will be donated to 
FVAC arts programming. We will have raffle prizes, 
Zentangle art activities and of course all art in the show is 
for sale. FVAC supporters in a hurry, are welcome to stop 
by and purchase loose leaf tea on the go. This event is great for all ages. 
www.culteavo.com  
Sunday, April 15, 11:00am-2:00pm     29 Mill Street Unionville, Ct 06085 
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Events 

 
 
Pizza Party at Flatbread Pizza in Canton 
Bring the whole family and invite your friends to join you 
at Flatbread Pizza in Canton for this fun Community 
Fundraising event. A percentage of all pizza sales during 
the event will be donated to FVAC arts programming. We 
will have raffle prizes and Zentangle art activities. Guests 
who post during the event via social media will receive 
one free raffle ticket for a chance to win works of art by 
FVAC artists and instructors. See you there! 
www.flatbreadcompany.com/canton  
Tuesday, April 24, 5:00pm – 9:00pm     110 Albany 
Turnpike Canton, Ct 06019  
 
 
Family Night at Burger-Fi in Avon 
May is a time when we celebrate Moms. This fun 
community Fundraising event is a great opportunity to 
take mom and the whole family out to dinner together. 
There is something on the menu for everyone including 
Burgers, fries, milkshakes, custards, hotdogs as well as 
soda, beer and wine. Even the Vegetarians and Vegans 
will be happy with their delicious and juicy “Beyond 
Burger.” A percentage of sales during the event will be 
donated to FVAC arts programming. We will have raffle 
prizes and Zentangle art activities. Guests who post 
during the event via social media will receive one free 
raffle ticket.  https://burgerfi.com  
Thursday, May 10, 4:00pm - 8:00pm   380 West main Street Avon, Ct 06070 
 
 
Open Mic Night with Storyteller Terry Wolfisch Cole 
Everyone is invited to attend this very special performance by 
Terry Wolfisch Cole, her story telling students and brave open 
mic participants. Come and enjoy the show!  This is an open mic 
opportunity. Workshop participants will be given priority, but 
anyone who wants to tell a true, personal story will be welcome 
to share. All ages welcome. 
Thursday June 7, 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM, $10 (free for storytellers) 
 
 
 



 

28 
 

First Saturday Open Studios  12 PM to 4 PM 

 
The public is invited to visit each of our artist's studios along the boardwalk. There are 
two floors of studios to explore. In addition to the recurring open studios events, FVAC 
Fisher Gallery Front Space also holds special receptions for featured artists (below). 
 

First Saturday Open Studios April 7 

 
This month we are pleased to welcome ceramic artist Eina 
Rieger. We are also thrilled to invite you into the Fisher Gallery 
for a FREE acoustic musical performance by Gypsy Jo before 
Eina’s Talk. 
 
Live Music in The Fisher Gallery 2:00pm - 3:00pm 
Tea n' Talk with Artist, Eina Rieger "einamade: modern 
ceramics" from 3:00 - 4:30 PM    
 
Gypsy Jo is an original singer/songwriter who began writing 
songs in 2000.  Traveling from Connecticut to California and to 
upstate New York, she has played her grunge folk originals along 
the way. Her songs tell tales of her relationship with others and 
her life’s journey; making it easy for her audiences to connect 
with each note. www.facebook.com/gypsyjomusic 
 
 

First Saturday Open Studios May 5 

 
This month we are pleased to welcome Lisa Pichnarcik 
showcasing her Mixed Media Jewelry.  In support of Lisa's 
opening reception we welcome a live musical performance by 
Bill Benson 
Opening reception and live music 2:00pm - 4:00pm 
 
In support of Lisa’s opening reception we welcome a live 
musical performance by Connecticut based singer-songwriter 
Bill Benson, who performs music as a messenger of love, hope 
and passion. He conveys his messages through inspiring lyrics 
and heart-felt vocals in the styles of folk, country and soft rock. 
Bill leverages the deep, brassy timbre of his vocals to convey 
emotion and draw listeners into his songs, evoking a mood that 
pulls you into the moment and offers retreat from life’s day to 
day chaos. 
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First Saturday Open Studios  12 PM to 4 PM 

 
The public is invited to visit each of our artist's studios along the boardwalk. There are 
two floors of studios to explore. In addition to the recurring open studios events, FVAC 
Fisher Gallery Front Space also holds special receptions for featured artists (below). 
 

First Saturday Open Studios June 2 

 
This month we are pleased to welcome artist, Karen Isreal and 
her show, "Pastel and the Power of Pure Pigment." 
Opening reception and live music 2:00pm -4:00pm 
 
In support of Karen, FVAC also welcomes singer- 
songwriter/guitarist Krista Johnson who brings forth stories of 
growth, love and lessons learned through her songs. She’s been 
said to have a ‘voice of an angel’ with a sound akin to Joni Mitchell.  
Her songs are a cool and interesting twist on folk music. Krista, 
who resides in Canton, CT plans to tour the U.S.—an eventually 
the world. https://kristajohnson.bandcamp.com/releases 

  

https://kristajohnson.bandcamp.com/releases
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Fisher Front Space Exhibits 

 

Elizabeth Ann McNally “Don’t Feed the Animals” 
 

Exhibit: Don't Feed the Animals 
Dates: March 3 - March 31 
Artist: Elizabeth Ann McNally  
Opening Reception: Saturday, March 3 from 2:00 - 4:00 PM 
Tea n' Talk: Saturday: March 24 from 3:00 - 4:30 PM 
 
 
 

Eina Rieger “einamade: modern ceramics” 
 
Exhibit: einamade: modern ceramics 
Dates: April 5 - April 28 
Artist: Eina Rieger 
Opening Reception: Thursday, April 5 from 6:00 - 8:00 PM 
Tea n' Talk: Saturday, April 7 from 3:00 - 4:30 PM 
 
 
Workshop Discovering Sgraffito Techniques with Eina Rieger 
In this hands on workshop you will learn how to create imagery 
and create texture through the age old ceramic technique of 
sgraffito. We will use slabs to create small dishes and then use 
underglazes and carving tools to draw onto the clay. Artist Eina 
Rieger will be sharing her work and her sgraffito techniques. 
Students will make one to two dishes that will be fired by the 
art center and will be available for pick up a few weeks after 
the workshop.  
April 28, 1:00-4:00pm, $45 
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Fisher Front Space Exhibits 

 

Lisa Pichnarcik Mixed Media Jewelry 
 
Exhibit: Mixed Media Jewelry 
Dates: May 5 - May 26 
Artist: Lisa Pichnarcik 
Opening Reception: Saturday May 5 from 2:00 - 4:00 PM 
Tea n' Talk: Saturday, May 26 from 3:00 - 4:30 PM 
 
Workshop Bird Nest Jewelry with Lisa Pichnarcik 
Discover how to use basic metalwork and wire wrapping 
techniques to create fun bird nest earrings and pendants for 
Spring. Students will be able to choose from a variety of wire 
and “egg” colors, crystals, and bird and feather charms to 
personalize their designs. Students should bring chain nose 
pliers, round nose pliers, and wire cutters with them to class. 
An $8 materials fee is payable to the instructor at the class. 
Minimum 3 students; max 8 students  
May 15, 6:30-8:30 PM, $30 
 

Karen Israel “Pastel and the Power of Pure Pigment” 
 
Exhibit: Pastel and the Power of Pure Pigment 
Dates: June 2 - June 30 
Artist: Karen Israel 
Opening Reception: Saturday June 2 from 2:00 - 4:00 PM 
Tea n' Talk: June 16 from 3:00 - 4:30 PM 
 
Workshop: Pastel and Texture in the Landscape 
Learn how to achieve a sense of distance, texture and 
atmosphere in the landscape with pastels. Weather 
permitting, painting outdoors will be possible.  
Please bring pastels (no oil pastels please), 16 x 20 board to 
tape paper onto, a photograph of your choosing. Instructor 
will provide paper. Materials fee of $10 payable to instructor. 
Sunday, June 10th, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM, $85 
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Drezner Visitors’ Gallery Exhibits 

 

Drezner Visitors’ Gallery - Student Exhibit 2018 
 
FVAC Student Exhibit 2018 
Dates: March 10 - April 7  
Closing Reception: April 7, 2:00 – 4:00 PM 
All FVAC students are invited to be a part of our annual 
exhibit in Drezner Visitors’ Gallery. We look forward to a 
vibrant and inspiring exhibit! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drezner Visitors’ Gallery - CCSU Master’s Show 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Drezner Visitors’ Gallery - Paper Possibilities Show 2018 
 
Paper Possibilities 2018 
Dates: May/June (Dates TBD) 
The uniquely talented paper artist are back! The show’s 
emotional range is vast, from the calmness of an untouched 
section of the sheet to the natural feeling given by long fibers 
on a transparent material, to the dramatic sharpness of a 
crease. The medium remains constant, simply paper. 
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Follow Us! 
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Instructor Bios 

 
Stefanie Baechler 

College student and fashionista Stefanie Baechler has been 
passionate about art since primary school. She has been instructing 
youth classes and arts adventures programs at the Farmington Valley 
Arts Center for two years and is pursuing a degree in Art Education. 
She loves working with pen and ink, as well as clay and watercolor.  
 

 
Jim Brunelle 

Jim Brunelle has acquired a mastery over clay by consistently working 
with the medium for over twenty years. He teaches several art classes 
to all ages of art enthusiasts. Aside from his work in clay, his paintings 
as well as prints have been exhibited in Connecticut galleries and 
museums. 

 
Maurice Casas 

Maurice Casas’ has worked as a Visual Artist and Architectural 
Designer. His art is a result of several years of experimentation and a 
search for identity. His work creates an environment of invented 
realms and is juxtaposed between past and present. He uses semi-
abstract and figurative mark making to create tension between reality 
and fanciful.  

 
Pedro Centeno 

Pedro creates functional pots such as, teapots, mugs, plates and jars 
using wheel throwing, hand building, and mould making techniques. 
His love of old building material, wood, rebar, and rusty metal, 
influences each piece. Through multiple glaze applications and 
firings, the desired weathered appearance is achieved and intriguing 
illusions of materials are formed. 
 

Christy Corey 
The feeling of being lost intrigues me. It happens when the wind 
shifts on an otherwise sunny day, or when you are looking for a 
scenic view and get caught in a hailstorm. With an observant eye and 
a sketchbook, I have always taken notice of these moments, both big 
and small.  My paintings are about reflecting on awe-inspiring 
moments in nature and how those moments spark change in one’s 
self. Applying oil paint with brushes and palette knives, I use a 

variety of techniques to create layers of texture. With bold brush strokes, I achieve a 
level of abstraction that challenges the viewer’s perception of nature. 

  

http://fvacdevelopment.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/maurice.jpg
http://fvacdevelopment.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/maurice.jpg
http://fvacdevelopment.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/maurice.jpg
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Instructor Bios 

 
Peggy Dembicer 

Peggy Dembicer is a fiber artist with a contemporary design 
aesthetic. Her background in tapestry and pattern weaving has 
evolved to focus and explore the unique and intricate possibilities of 
paper weaving and bead artistry. She exhibits her work regularly in 
CT galleries and also exhibits regularly as a member of Connecticut 
Women Artists and the Surface Design Association. 
 

Carolann Dvorak-Brewer  
Carolann has accrued an impressive list of honors and awards. A first 
class realist, you may come upon her work in the form of Trompe 
L’oeil (French for “fool the eye”) murals, faux finished walls and 
furniture. Carolann paints these illusory scenes in Oil or Acrylic using 
brushes, rags, sponges, or feathers. Wherever you find her Art, you 
will find it to be vibrant, happy and alive. Carolann has a BA degree 
Magna Cum Laude from Douglass College at Rutgers University.  

 
Elena Gibson 

Elena Gibson has been a practicing fiber artist and educator for over 15 
years. Her work is represented by galleries in Connecticut and 
Massachusetts. As an experienced art teacher, Elena has run numerous 
workshops in CT and MA in a variety institutions. Originally from 
Slovakia, Elena has a background in graphic design. 
 

Zbigniew Grzyb 
Zbigniew is an abstract painter. His work gravitates towards different 
textures, shapes and feelings. His process of creating his abstract 
paintings require patience, for his work has extensive texture, line 
quality and balance. His paintings create a sense of space though the 
layers of line repetition and color.  
 

 
Paul Iezzi 

Nature for Paul, is the stimulus for artistic expression – the essence 
of the work of art. His endeavor is unity of formal consideration, 
with the process or thought, spontaneity of vision is sought to 
achieve simple awareness of living. Harmony and balance are key 
components in the construction of image. Of course, a little 
disorientation could lead to insight. Color lays the foundation for all 

of his work. Whether abstract, figurative, or figuration, color emotes the possibilities of 
the universe.  
  

http://fvacdevelopment.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/carolann.png
http://fvacdevelopment.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/zbygsephia.jpg
http://fvacdevelopment.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/zbygsephia.jpg
http://fvacdevelopment.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/carolann.png
http://fvacdevelopment.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/maurice.jpg
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Instructor Bios 

 
Karen Israel 

Karen Israel is an award winning pastel artist. Her paintings are 
created as a celebration of light and color that aim to delight the eye 
and engage the mind.  Karen’s paintings are representational but 
symbolism and abstraction are constantly emerging in the frame. 
Her work can be found in many collections throughout the 
Northeast and Canada. 
 

 
Deborah Leonard 

Deborah is an impressionistic and abstract painter that lives in West 
Simsbury Connecticut.  Using acrylics as her medium, she enjoys 
plein air painting as well as studio work. Deborah’s love of nature, 
through observation and academic study has a strong influence on 
her painting. Her work has appeared in numerous juried shows and 
is in many private collections in the U.S. and Europe. 

 
 
Andy Mars 

Andy Mars creates one-of-a-kind mixed media artwork by 
integrating photography with watercolor and acrylic paints as well as 
pastel chalk and pencils. Andy’s main areas of focus are nature, 
people, animals, seascapes and urban scenes. Her work has been 
exhibited at the Memorial Arts Museum in Rochester, NY, 
Manhattan and CT galleries and various Soho Gallery restaurants. 
 

Donna Miller 
Donna Miller is a certified interior designer with twenty five years of 
upscale residential design experience.  She has participated in BFA 
and MBA programs and museums nationally and continues to be 
active in the arts of the Farmington Valley. Her four session 
workshop and workbook highlight all of the major topics considered 
by professional interior designers that can be applied to home 
decorating projects. 

 

Lisa Pichnarcik 
Lisa Pichnarcik has been designing jewelry for over fifteen years. Her 
metalwork and mixed media designs are rooted in her study and 
exploration of a variety of techniques, including fold forming, 
wirework, stitching, stringing and knotting, chainmaking, 
lampworking, and beadmaking using precious metal clay, polymer 
clay, paper clay, and wool. Lisa’s designs have been sold at various 
vendor shows, shops and galleries, and as commissioned pieces. 

http://fvacdevelopment.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/carolann.png
http://fvacdevelopment.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/maurice.jpg
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Instructor Bios 

 
Yesenia Rivera-Ortiz 

Yesenia Rivera is an art teacher born and raised in Puerto Rico. She 
started her art journey at 11 years old when she was accepted into a 
specialized public Art School (Central de Artes Visuales). There she 
was introduced and immersed into the visual arts and specialized her 
studies in sculpture ceramics. Yesenia earned a bachelor's degree in 
Art Education from the Escuela de Artes Plásticas y Diseño (School of 

Plastics Arts and Design) in Puerto Rico. In college she started working with young 
students and discovered her passion for teaching and finding ways to successfully 
engage her students through the visual arts.  
 

Ceil Rossi 
Living in Arizona for 26 years, Ceil discovered and learned from well-
known gourd artists “the art of the southwest”.  Soon she became a 
juried artist herself and opened the Carefree Gourd Gallery studio. 
Today she lives in Agawam, Massachusetts and participates in many 
art competitions and fine art venues with much success. 
 

 
Julie Weaver 

Julie Weaver is a practicing artist in Hartford, CT. She received her 
MFA from the School of the Museum of Fine Arts Boston, and a 
Certificate of Museum Studies from Tufts University. She has shown 
her work in galleries across the United States including Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, New York, Ohio, and Washington, DC. Julie is 
primarily an oil painter and hand paper maker. She is interested in 

community systems, and the boundaries between public and private live.  
 
Terry Wolfisch Cole 

William Shakespeare never met Terry Wolfisch Cole, but he must 
have known she was coming when he wrote the words, “Though she 
be but little, she is fierce.” Terry is the founder and director of Tell 
Me Another. She is a Moth GrandSLAM champion whose story of 
running away from home was featured on the Moth Radio Hour and 
in Readers Digest. She has told stories onstage at the Moth in New 

York, Boston, Miami, and Burlington, at Risk! in Washington DC, and at numerous local 
shows throughout New England. An expatriate New Yorker, Terry is a cutthroat mah 
jongg player who prefers tequila and almost certainly swears more than you do. She is 
also a writer, yoga teacher, cookie baker, and passionate Bruce Springsteen fan.  
 
Would you like to be an FVAC instructor? Contact Sandy Buerkler: 
sandy.buerkler@artsfvac.org for more info.  

mailto:sandy.buerkler@artsfvac.org
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2018 Registration Form 

 
Phone: 860-678-1867, Email: info@artsfvac.org, Online: http://artsfvac.org 
Cancellation: An enrolled student withdrawing from class less than one week before its 
start date must notify FVAC of his/her intent to withdraw in order to receive the class 
fee less a $20 processing fee. An enrolled student withdrawing from a class on or after 
its start date or missing classes will do so at their own loss. Pro-rating incurs a $10 fee 
Become a FVAC Member and you'll save 10% on tuition. Membership Categories: 
$25 Student and Active Adult Membership (w/student ID, Seniors 55+) 
$35 Individual Membership 
$60 Household Membership (all individuals at the primary address) 
 

Class  

Date ____________________________ Time   

Student Name  

Address  

City________________________ State___________ Zip  

Phone___________________________Mobile  

Email   

Amount    $__________  

Less 10% membership?  $__________ Member__________ 

Total     $__________ 

____ Cash___________ Check number 

____ Credit Card # (MC/VISA)   

Exp. Date__________________________ CV Code   

Signature  

OFFICE USE Date Received ____________________Date Processed  

mailto:info@artsfvac.org
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Membership Benefits 

 

 

The Farmington Valley Arts Center is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that fosters the 

highest level of human creativity and initiative. Thousands benefit from the FVAC’s 

comprehensive assortment of arts-related programs and opportunities each year. The 

FVAC relies on the support of members to sustain its long legacy. 

 

Annual membership contributions support Arts Center programs by providing essential 

operating income. Membership is active for 12 months. 

 

Membership Categories 

• $25 Student Membership (age 18+ with Student ID) 

• $25 Active Adult Membership (age 55+) 

• $35 Individual Membership (age 20+) 

• $60 Household Membership (all ind. at primary address) 

• $125 Friend 

• $500 Patron Friend 

 

Benefits Student, Active Adult and Individual Memberships 

• Support all FVAC Programs 

• 10% discount on FVAC classes and workshops 

• 10% discount in the Fisher Gift Gallery 

• Single submission of artwork to a juried exhibit 

 

Benefits Household Membership 

All above benefits plus 

• 10% discount on Summer Arts Adventures 

 

Benefits Friend 

All Household Members benefits plus 

• Recognition on website and at events as a “Friend” 

 

Benefits Patron Friend 

All Friend Membership benefits plus 

• 10% discount on FVAC classes and workshops for a friend who 

joins with you at a session 

 


